
MEMORY LIBRARY
READING LIST

The Memory Palace of Matteo Ricci by Jonathan D. Spence
The Art of Memory by Frances A. Yates
Memory Theatre by Simon Critchley
Critical Models: Interventions and Catchwords by Theodor Adorno
The Memory Code: The Secrets of Stonehenge, Easter Island, and Other Ancient Monuments by Lynne Kelly
The Unimaginable Mathematics of Borges’ Library of Babel by William Goldbloom Bloch
Hubris and Progress: A Future Born of Presumption by Carlo Bordoni

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah 
Harari

The Overstory by Richard Powers
The Triumph of Seeds: How Grains, Nuts, Kernels, Pulses, 

& Pips Conquered the Plant Kingdom and Shaped 
Human History by Thor Hanson

The Great Pyramid: Why Was It Built? And Who Built It? 
by John Taylor

The Analects by Confucius
Mencius by Mencius

The Life of the Buddha by Tenzin Chögyel
Gautama Buddha: The Life and Teachings of the 

Awakened One by Vishvapani Blomfield

The Republic by Plato
The Last Days of Socrates by Plato
Conversations of Socrates by Xenophon

The Complete Works of Aristotle edited by J. Barnes
The Theatre of War: What Ancient Greek Tragedies Can 

Teach Us Today by Bryan Doerries

The Book of Isaiah

On Government by Cicero
The Republic and The Laws by Cicero
The Complete Letters of Cicero by Cicero
Cicero: Politics and Persuasion in Ancient Rome by 

Kathryn Tempest
On Architecture by Vitruvius

The Paper Trail: An Unexpected History of a 
Revolutionary Invention by Alexander Monro

Paper: Paging through History by Mary Kurlansky

Flow Down like Silver: Hypatia of Alexandria by Ki 
Longfellow

Hypatia: The Life and Legend of an Ancient Philosopher 
by Edward J. Watts

The Library of Alexandria: Centre of Learning in the 
Ancient World edited by Roy MacLeod

The Owls of Afrasiab by Lars Holger Holm
The Darkening Age: The Christian Destruction of the 

Classical World by Catherine Nixey
The Bustan of Saadi translated by A. Hart Edwards
Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire that 

Rescued Western Civilization by Lars Brownworth
Of the Manner in Which the Persecutors Died, Addressed 

to Donatus by Lactantius
The Hagia Sophia: The History of the Famous Church and 

Mosque by Charles River Editors

The Upanishads

The Road to Mecca by Muhammad Asad

The Science of Art: Optical Themes in Western Art from 
Brunelleschi to Seurat by Martin Kemp

The Renaissance Rediscovery of Linear Perspective by 
Samuel Y. Edgerton, Jr.

Brunelleschi’s Dome: The Story of the Great Cathedral in 
Florence by Ross King

The Gutenberg Bible

They Came before Columbus: The African Presence in 
Ancient America by Ivan Van Sertima

The Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus by 
Washington Irving

1491: New Revelations of the Americas before Columbus 
by Charles C. Mann
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The Piri Reis Map of 1513 by Gregory C. McIntosh

Nicolai Copernici Torinensis De Revolutionibus Orbium 
Coelestium, Libri VI by Nicolaus Copernicus

A Pictorial Companion to Lady in Ermine: The Story of 
Sofonisba Anguissola by Donna DiGiuseppe

The Ultimate Ambition in the Arts of Erudition: A 
Compendium of Knowledge from the Classical Islamic 
World by Shibab Al-Din Al-Nuwayri

Cross-Cultural Scientific Exchanges in the Eastern 
Mediterranean 1560–1660 by Anver Ben-Zaken

Isaac Newton: The Principia: Mathematical Principles of 
Natural Philosophy translated by I. Bernard Cohen 
and Anne Whitman

Discourse on Inequality by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

The Wealth of Nations by Adam Smith
Who Cooked Adam Smith’s Dinner? A Story about 

Women and Economics by Katrine Marçal

The Origin and Progress of the Mechanical Inventions of 
James Watt by James Watt

The Life and Legend of James Watt: Collaboration, 
Natural Philosophy and the Improvement of the Steam 
Engine by David Philip Miller

A Vindication of the Rights of Women by Mary 
Wollstonecraft

On Photography by Susan Sontag

The Origin of Species by Charles Darwin

Middlemarch by George Eliot

The Mirror: A History by Sabine Melchior-Bonnet

The Last Days of the Incas by Kim MacQuarrie

The Complete Works of William Cowper by William 
Cowper

Crude Hints towards an History of My House in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields by Sir John Soane

Ada’s Algorithm: How Lord Byron’s Daughter Launched 
the Digital Age through the Poetry of Numbers by 
James Essinger

The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich 
Engels

Uncle Tom’s Cabin; or, Life among the Lowly by Harriet 
Beecher Stowe

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick 
Douglass

The Road to Dawn: Josiah Henson and the Story That 
Sparked the Civil War by Jared A. Brock

The Papers of Thomas A. Edison, Volume 5: January 
1879–March 1881 edited by Paul B. Israel et al.

The Wizard of Menlo Park: How Thomas Alva Edison 
Invented the Modern World by Randall Stross

City of Dreams: The 400-Year Epic History of Immigrant 
New York by Tyler Anbinder

The Poetry of Emma Lazarus, Volume 3 by Emma 
Lazarus

Emma Lazarus by Esther Schor
A Nation of Immigrants by John F. Kennedy

Suffragette: My Own Story: The Origins of the 
Suffragettes by Emmeline Pankhurst

Henry Ford, Auto Tycoon: Insight and Analysis into the 
Man behind the American Auto Industry by J. R. 
MacGregor

I Invented the Modern Age: The Rise of Henry Ford by 
Richard Snow

The Collected Poems of Wilfred Owen edited by C. Day 
Lewis

Public Relations by Edward Bernays
A Summary of Propaganda by Edward Bernays

A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf

Out of the Desert: My Journey from Nomadic Bedouin to 
the Heart of Global Oil by Ali Al-Naimi

Saudi, Inc.: The Arabian Kingdom’s Pursuit of Profit and 
Power by Ellen R. Wald

Lise Meitner: A Life in Physics by Ruth Lewin Sime

Hedy’s Folly: The Life and Breakthrough Inventions of 
Hedy Lamarr, the Most Beautiful Woman in the World 
by Richard Rhodes

American Prometheus: The Triumph and Tragedy of 
J. Robert Oppenheimer by Kai Bird and Martin J. 
Sherwin

Solar Energy Research edited by Farrington Daniels 
and John A. Duffie

The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir
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Rosalind Franklin: The Dark Lady of DNA by Brenda 
Maddox

The Autobiography of Malcolm X: As Told to Alex Haley 
by Malcolm X

Rosa Parks: My Story by Rosa Parks with Jim Haskins

Reaching for the Moon: The Autobiography of NASA 
Mathematician Katherine Johnson by Katherine 
Johnson

Silent Spring by Rachel Carson

When Poetry Ruled the Streets: The French May Events of 
1968 by Andrew Feenberg and Jim Freedman

Margaret Hamilton: Space Engineer and Scientist by 
Domenica Di Piazza

The Blue Marble: How a Photograph Revealed Earth’s 
Fragile Beauty by Don Nardo

Reaching for the Moon: A Short History of the Space 
Race by Roger D. Launius

Where Wizards Stay up Late: The Origins of the Internet 
by Katie Hafner and Matthew Lyon

Amazon: How the World’s Most Relentless Retailer Will 
Continue to Revolutionize Commerce by Natalie 
Berg and Miya Knights

Stasiland: Stories from behind the Berlin Wall by Anna 
Funder

Dangote’s Ten Commandments of Money: Lessons on 
How to Make Money from One of the World’s Richest 
Men by Peter Anosike

Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela

Troublemakers: Silicon Valley’s Coming of Age by Leslie 
Berlin

How Google Works by Eric Schmidt and Jonathan 
Rosenberg

The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: A Fight for a Human 
Future at the New Frontier of Power by Shoshana 
Zuboff

Genesis by Sebastião Salgado

Valley of the Gods: A Silicon Valley Story by Alexandra 
Wolf

Inside Apple’s Design Process during the Golden Age of 
Steve Jobs by Ken Kocienda

Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics by Yasheng 
Huang

The Bridge: The Life and Rise of Barack Obama by 
David Remnick

I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood up for Education 
and Changed the World by Malala Yousafzai with 
Patricia McCormick

Fashionopolis: The Price of Fast Fashion & the Future of 
Clothes by Dana Thomas

Fixing Fashion: Clothing Consumption and Sustainability: 
Government Response to the Committee’s Sixteenth 
Report by The House of Commons Environmental 
Audit Committee

Life 3.0: Being Human in the Age of Artificial Intelligence 
by Max Tegmark

There Is No Planet B: A Handbook for the Make or Break 
Years by Mike Berners-Lee

Novacene: The Coming Age of Hyperintelligence by 
James Lovelock

The Future of Humanity: Terraforming Mars, Interstellar 
Travel, Immortality and Our Destiny beyond Earth by 
Michio Kaku

Beyond Electricity: How Morocco’s Solar Plant is 
Benefiting Communities and Women and Shaping the 
Region’s Future in World Bank’s 2018 impact report

Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think like a 21st-
Century Economist by Kate Raworth

No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference by Greta 
Thunberg

Dark Ecology: For a Logic of Future Coexistence by 
Timothy Morton

Humankind: Solidarity with Nonhuman People by 
Timothy Morton

Being Ecological by Timothy Morton
Without Nature: Rethinking Environmental Aesthetics by 

Timothy Morton
This Changes Everything by Naomi Klein
The Burning Question: We Can’t Burn Half the World’s 

Oil, Coal and Gas. So How Do We Quit? by Mike 
Berners-Lee and Duncan Clark

The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the 
Unthinkable by Amitav Ghosh

On Fire: The Burning Case for a Green New Deal by 
Naomi Klein
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